
WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US FOR OUR UPCOMING 20TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE

LOOKING BACK,  MOVING FORWARD: 
20 YEARS OF AKA

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2 & 3, 2012  
 AUSTIN, TEXAS

SHERRI E  EL D R IDG E
Featured Speaker

Sherrie Eldridge is a Congressional Angel in Adop-
tion, awarded by Indiana’s Congressman Dan Burton, 
for her work in the field of adoption and foster care 
for the last 18 years. She is the author of several 
popular books on adoption, including 20 Things Ad-
opted Kids Wish Their Adoptive Parents Knew and 
20 Things Adoptive Parents Need to Succeed, and 
the children’s book Forever Fingerprints. For the last 
fifteen years, Eldridge has traveled the globe, speak-
ing to anyone who will listen about adoption. From 
an HIV-AIDS orphanage in Thailand, to CBNAsia’s 
Beijing special event with government officials and 
college professors, to children and parents attending 
Ethiopian and Chinese culture camps, Eldridge has 
become known as “Your Adoption Coach”. 

Those who read her books or listen to her speak can 
expect to:
• Receive tips on how and when to talk to adopted 
children about adoption
• Learn how to hear, understand, and speak the 
heart language of adoptees
• Discover the vital roles both birth and adoptive 
parents play in the adoptee’s life
• Be taught the secret of showing unconditional love 
to adoptees

AKA MISSION STATEMENT: 

Adoption Knowledge Affiliates, Inc., (AKA) is a 501 (c)
(3) educational organization whose purposes are to 

foster understanding of adoption issues and to serve as a 
resource to people who work with them, and the gen-

eral public. AKA is supported by membership dues and 
contributions. 

THANK YOU TO OUR 2012 
CONFERENCE SPONSORS!

Caring Adoptions
Adopt for the Love of a Child

Alternatives in Motion
Adoption Advocates

Methodist Mission Home
Pathways

The University of Texas at Austin
School of Social Work



CON FERENCE AGENDA
FRIDAY
9:45-10:00 WELCOME

10:00-12:00 KEYNOTE ADDRESS
What Adoptees Wished Professionals Knew; Sherrie Eldridge (2 
CEU)
Sherrie will share her fascinating personal adoption journey as she leads the 
group to a deeper understanding of their roles, responsibilities and power 

as helpers. 

12:00-1:00 LUNCH (ON YOUR OWN)

1:00-2:30 
TRACK A — INFANT ADOPTION
Legal Concerns in Infant Adoption – Going Above and Beyond to 
Ensure Protection: Denise Hyde, Jane Hall, Rory Hall, MA, LCPAA 
(1.5 CEU)
This session will provide professionals with the knowledge to provide sound, 
legal, and ethical adoptions to their clients. Attorney Jane S. Hall will discuss 
minimum legal requirements in voluntary termination of parental rights, 
best practices in termination, and due diligence with birth fathers. Rory Hall, 
executive director of Adoption Advocates, Inc., will give techniques to en-
courage a hesitant birth mother to share information about the birth father 
and suggestions on locating and notifying birth fathers about the adoption. 
Attorney Denise Hyde will discuss what to do when you are faced with a 
disputed adoption.

TRACK B —OLDER CHILD ADOPTION
Neuroregulation and Agreement- Understanding the Effects of 
Developmental Trauma; Stephen Terrell, MS, LPC, RPT, SEP (1.5 
CEU)
What is Agreement Practice and how does it change the dynamics of 
emotional activation in children and adults with developmental trauma? 
Workshop attendees will look at the effects of trauma on the sympathetic 
and parasympathetic nervous systems and how our need to be right with 
our children can affect our relationships. It is important to learn ways to use 
agreement to stop or slow down the activation that can lead to opposition 
and resistance in the child. But first, we need to have a greater understand-
ing of what auto, self, and co-regulation are and how important each type 
of regulation is to develop a healthy relationship with a child who has 
experienced trauma.

2:45-3:00 BREAK 
Visit exhibit booths and book store

3:00-4:30 TRACK A — INFANT ADOPTION
Efficient, Ethical, and Effective Home Studies and Adoptive Par-
ent Education; Janie Cravens, LCSW (1.5 CEU)
Agency workers often feel overwhelmed with keeping files audited and 
up to date, fielding calls, reassuring (while assessing) nervous parents-to-
be, the geometrically growing caseload of open adopters, tap dancing for 
bosses and boards, and nail biting through licensing reviews. Now add the 
ethical burdens most of us carry about how we should be educating and 
counseling everyone within ten miles and you have a recipe for Burn Out 
Quick Casserole. Come learn how to meet regulations with the least amount 
of time and effort, while saving your precious energy for some of the real 
challenges of our work.

TRACK B — OLDER CHILD ADOPTION
Teaching Foster and Adoptive Parents How to Parent from the 
Heart with the Brain in Mind; Suzette Lamb, LPC, LCPAA (1.5 
CEU) 
Case workers, social workers, and other professionals are often the first 
person families turn to for help managing their child’s behaviors. This ses-
sion will be based on the work of Daniel Siegel and others and will focus 
on understanding the brain, its development, and how trauma may result in 
challenging behaviors for parents. You will learn the basics of brain function-
ing in different stages and situations as well as strategies for engaging with 
children in ways that not only help manage the behavior but also increase 
their competency, self-regulation, and the relationship you have with them.
with them.

SATU R DAY
9:00-9:15 WELCOME

9:15-10:00 LOOKING BACK, MOVING FORWARD
20 Years of AKA (.75 CEU)
As we celebrate the 20th year of AKA, we have asked a representation of 
birthparents, adopted people, adoptive parents and a professional who par-
ticipated within AKA’s first five years to share their long-term perspectives.

10:00-12:00 KEYNOTE
Redefining Success, Adoption Style; Sherrie Eldridge (2 CEU)
Wherever you are on the adoption journey, you can discover the sweet spot 
of success. Sherrie will share strategies from her books that help everyone in-
volved in adoption to speak the truth, become adoption savvy, and ultimately 
discover what can comfort us all.

12:00-1:00 LUNCH (PROVIDED)

1:00-2:30 SESSION I BREAKOUT SESSIONS:
A. What Do Prenatal Exposures Mean to Your Baby? Lori Wolfe, 
MS, CGC (1.5 CEU)
Pregnancies are often exposed to many different substances including 
alcohol, cigarette and marijuana smoking, prescription medication, and illegal 
drugs. All of these substances can have different effects on a pregnancy 
depending on the timing and the dose of the exposure. This presentation 
will look at the common pregnancy exposures and the possible risks to the 
unborn baby.

B. Finding your Brothers and Sisters: Sibling Reunion; Patricia 
Martinez Dorner, MA, LPC, LMFT & Panel (1.5 CEU)
People who are adopted experience different variations of loss as part of their 
adoption processes. This workshop will offer information about developmen-
tal grief responses and highlight the attachment milestones in which these 
grief responses might emerge more readily. Participants will be asked to 
reflect on their own experiences while also learning about ways that attach-
ment relationships both enhance and mitigate loss.

C. Heart Language of the Adoptee; Sherrie Eldridge (1.5 CEU)
Sherrie will share 7 well-intentioned statements that usually hurt rather than
heal the adoptee’s heart. Sherrie, drawing from her faith, will be your adoption 
heart translator and have you speaking “adoptee” fluently in just 90 minutes!

D. Birthmother Grief and Healing; Jan Collins (1.5 CEU)
Have you even wondered what goes through the mind of a birthmother? 
Have you ever questioned her preoccupation with and even fixation on the 
life of the child that she relinquished or her seeming lack of interest? Birth-
mother grief is like no other and often leaves even a birthmother confused 
about her feelings and behaviors. In this workshop, learn practical guidelines 
for healthy birthmother adjustment postrelinquishment and how those direct-
ly involved in the life of a birthmother can support her in this lifelong journey.

2:30-2:45 BREAK

2:45-4:15 SESSION II BREAKOUT SESSIONS:
A. Boundaries in Building Adoption Relationships; Rory Hall, MA, 
LCPAAfacilitating (1.5 CEU)
The relationship between adoptive parents and birth parents is unique and 
varies greatly. This special relationship is built during a time that is very emo-
tional for both sides. Boundary setting and clear expectations are of upmost 
importance to ensure success. Rory Hall will go over some Do’s and Don’ts 
to think about while building your connection with your birth parents/adop-
tive parents, whether you have ongoing face-to-face contact, communicate 
by letters sent through your agency, or are anywhere on the continuum in 
between. You will hear from a panel of Adoptive Parents and Birth Parents 
to discuss what went right and what could have gone better in their open 
adoptions.

B. Second Parent Adoption; Suzanne Bryant (1.5 CEU)
A second-parent adoption provides a child in a family with two moms or 
two dads with the protection of a legal relationship with both parents. LGBT 
families are formed in many ways, such as adoption, donor insemination and 
surrogacy. This panel discussion, led by adoption attorney Suzanne Bryant, 
will include the stories of parents who have created alternative families and 
how they have been protected through a second-parent adoption.

C. Boundaries in Search and Reunion; Patricia Martinez Dorner, 
MA, LPC, LMFT & Panel (1.5 CEU)
From the initial anxiety ridden honeymoon, through all the post reunion 
stages, compassionate boundary setting can enhance everyone’s experience. 
Patricia Dorner, a premier expert in search and reunion matters, will talk about 
boundaries large and small. Guest panelists will share stories.

D. Top 10 Essential Lessons of Transracial Parenting; Amy Ford (1.5 
CEU)
Wouldn’t it be easy if love were enough to parent every child? Unfortunately, 
more is required of those parents who choose to love across the color line. 
Since we have not lived these necessary life lessons, we rely on others to 
share the benefit of their experience. Amy will share her experiences of 
parenting three African American daughters and teach you her top ten tips, 
everything from basic skin and hair care to building racial identity. Don’t miss 
this opportunity to add to your parenting toolbox or determine if transracial 
parenting is right for you.

4:15 - 4:30 Conference Wrap Up  (.25 CEU) 



PRESENTERS
FOR MORE ON OUR PRESENTERS ,  PLEASE  V IS IT  OUR WEB SI TE  AT  WWW. ADOP TI ONKNOWLEDGE .ORG/CONF ER ENCE

Stephen J. Terrell, MS, LPC, RPT, SEP, Registered Attachment Clinician is a single adoptive parent of two children and an Attachment and Trauma 
Therapist practicing in Austin, Texas. He specializes in Neurosequential Development; Developmental Trauma and its effects, including attachment rup-
tures; Reactive Attachment Disorder; medical trauma; and anxiety. 

Suzette Lamb, LPC, LCPAA is the Clinical Director at Pathways Youth & Family Services, a private non-profit social service agency with offices 
across the state. Ms. Lamb has worked for Pathways for 15 years serving foster and adoptive children and their families and provides more than 300 
hours of training for parents each year specializing in trauma-focused caregiving.

Denise Hyde is an adoption attorney at the Law Office of Denise Hyde. She is a founding member of the Court Appointed Family Attorneys of Travis 
County. Ms. Hyde is chair of the Austin Bar Association’s Adoption Committee, and chair of Austin Adoption Day, as well as Adoption Days in several 
other counties in Central Texas. She has presented numerous adoption trainings throughout the state and has received many awards for outstanding 
service to children and families,

Jane Hall received her law degree from St. Mary’s University School of Law and was licensed to practice law in 1982. In 1991 she founded Adoption 
Advocates, Inc., a licensed child placement agency now located in Austin, Texas. She was a founding member of the National Adoption Network. Ms. 
Hall is retired from her law practice but serves as a consultant to Adoption Advocates, Inc. and is a member of the Board of Directors. She is an adopted 
person who has reconnected to her birth siblings. She believes that open adoption is in the best interest of the adoptedchild.

Rory Hall, MA, LCPAA is currently the Executive Director and the Child-Placing Agency Administrator of Adoption Advocates in Austin, TX. Rory has 
facilitated over 300 adoptions in the last 11 years. She lives in Austin with her daughter, Kai. 

Janie Cravens, LCSW has more than 30 years of experience in adoption, infertility, and birth parent concerns. She is a pioneer of open adoption who 
resides in Austin, where she owns a consulting company, Adoption Development Resources. She is a long time support of Adoption Knowledge Affiliates 
and is Central Texas’s “guru” on all things adoption. Janie is recognized as an expert on adoption home studies and attachment.

Lori Wolfe, MS, CGC, is the Director of the Texas Teratogen Information Service for the state of Texas and is the current President for OTIS, the 
national Organization of Teratology Information Specialists. Lori, a board-certified Genetic Counselor specializing in the area of teratogen counseling, 
began the Texas service in 1991. Lori’s area of special interest is adoption. 

Patricia Martinez Dorner, MA, LPC, LMFT has been a proponent of adoption reform for many years. In the early 80’s, she directed one of the first 
programs in the country acknowledging that adoption is a lifelong process & honoring the needs of all participants. In 1999, she was awarded the Baran 
Pannor Award for Outstanding Contributions in Open Adoption. In 2003, she was featured as an adoption expert on the Today Show.  

Jan Collins is the birthmother of a 22 year old whom she placed for adoption at birth. Through her personal journey and recent research, she has 
gained a better understanding of herself and now wants to help others better understand the lifetime journey of birthmother grief and loss. She will 
graduate with a M.S.W. from Baylor University in May 2012. 

Suzanne Bryant is an Austin adoption attorney who specializes in building secure families for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender clients. Currently, 
her work focuses on providing LGBT families with second-parent adoptions. She has received the Outstanding Legal Advocate Award from the Texas 
Human Rights Foundation and the Bettie Naylor Equality Award from the Human Rights Campaign. 

Amy Ford is an advocate for transracial families and believes strongly that parents need education about transracial parenting before they actually 
become a transracial family. Amy is the author of the popular Brown Babies Pink Parents and is the president of “Parenting Across Color” a transracial 
adoptive support group in Austin, TX and sits on the Board of Directors for the Council on Adoptable Children of Texas.

Mail-in registrations must be postmarked by 
October 24, 2012. The additional fee for on-site regis-
tration is $15. 10% discount given to groups of 10 or more 
from a single organization.

Cancellations/Refunds: Refunds are available 
provided notice is received on or before October 24, 2012. 
An administrative charge of $15 will be deducted from the 
fee paid. After October 24, 2012, refunds will no longer be 
issued.

R E G I S T R AT I O N
Make checks payable to Adoption Knowledge Affiliates and mail to: 
Adoption Knowledge Affiliates // P.O. Box 4082 // Austin, TX 78765

One registration form per person; photocopy as necessary

 

NAME             ORGANIZATION/AGENCY

MAILING ADDRESS 

CITY           STATE             ZIP

EMAIL                PHONE

I AM: Adopted Person         Birth Parent         Adoptive Parent         Prospective Adoptive Parent         Therapist/Counselor 

Social Worker        Attorney        Other

       I will need childcare (see details on back) for (# of children)            (ages)  

REGISTER ONLINE! For quick and easy online sign-up , visit  www.adoptionknowledge.org/conference. Online 
registration available through October 30, 2012.

SESSION I :   A  B  C  D

SESSION I I :   A  B  C  D

PLEASE CIRCLE APPLICABLE  
SATURDAY BREAKOUT:

Infant Adoption Track

Older Child Adoption Track

PLEASE CIRCLE APPLICABLE  
FRIDAY TRACK:         P LEASE  C IR C LE  ALL  THAT  APPLY

               Friday Only     Saturday Only    Both Days

AKA Member    $90           $65      $105         $           

Non-Member    $115           $90      $140         $      

Student         $35           $35      $60         $

Childcare            $30                               $

Social Work CEUs  One payment of $15 for one or both days       $     

Scholarship Donation            $
AKA Membership Dues 
$36/individual $12 each additional family member $60/agency            $ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED                               $



P.O. Box 4082
Austin, TX 78765

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Austin, TX

Permit No. 597

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SOCIAL WORK CEUS:
Social Work 11 CEUs (5 Friday/ 6 Saturday)

INCLUDING 3 Ethics hours (3 Friday/0 Sat-

urday)

FOLLOW OUR BLOG! Follow our conference blog at www.adoptionknowledge.org/conference for reading suggestions, 
notes from speakers and additional information on our presenters! 

JOIN AKA! Join before November 5, 2012 to receive the conference member rate and 2012 membership pricing!   
Individual member: $36, Additional Family Member $12, Agency Member $60 (includes 4 members)

HIGHLIGHT YOUR ORGANIZATION 
Sponsors, exhibitor and advertiser opportunities are available on our con-

ference website, adoptionknowledge.wordpress.comference

CHILDCARE: Childcare is available on Saturday, November 3rd from 9am to 4:30pm for $30 per child. Please provide your 
child’s lunch. We will provide snacks. You MUST have a reservation by October 22, 2012 to use the child care services.

CONFERENCE SITE LOCATION: Northwest Hills Bible Church // 12124 Ranch Road 620 North // Austin, TX 78750

HOTEL: Residence Inn Marriott// 3713 Tudor Boulevard // Austin, TX 78750
A group rate of $105 per night has been reserved for AKA Conference attendees using code: akaakaa.  Room block is avaiable 
through October 18, 2012

AKA'S 20TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE

LOOKING BACK, MOVING FORWARD: 20 YEARS OF 
AKA

-Search & Reunion
-Building Relationships with Biological Sibl ings
-Healing a Birthmother's Grief and Loss
-Same Sex Parenting

-Neurobiology of Trauma & Loss
-Handling Legal Disputes
-Transracial Parenting
-Boundaries in Adoption Relationships

Breakout Sessions Include:


